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Worcester Changing Minds Project Summer 2010
Summary

20 young people from different cultural and ethnic backgrounds in Worcester will spend 10 days working together on an Identity Project, looking at issues that affect them and their communities. Local policy makers will join the young people in discussions and workshops for information sharing and education about youth issues. This is the follow up project to a successful pilot in Gloucester in 2009, and young people from Gloucester will join the project as advisors.
Music and expressive arts will be used as a central theme to the project. Music, dance, drama or films will be created by the young people (depending on their interests) to express their thoughts and feelings. The finale of the project will be a Showcase event for the whole community.

Aims

- Change the attitudes and future of young people in Worcester with fewer opportunities

- Young people to gain understanding of themselves and each other

- Develop intercultural discussion

- Develop personal and social skills

- Enable and encourage discussion between young people and policy makers

Young People

The young people are aged 15 – 18 and will come from a mixture of backgrounds, hopefully including some of Asian, Disadvantaged White, Travellers and those with disabilities.

Delivery

The project will be delivered through introduction meetings, followed by a short residential then workshops and meetings covering a mix of the following sessions:

1. Cultural understanding and identity

2. Expression through music, film and drama

3. Meeting with policy makers

The project will end with the Showcase event.

The project will run over about 2 weeks in August with the Showcase probably in September.
Advisor and Influencer’s Role

This project enables those who influence young peoples’ lives to meet with a diverse group of local young people. The meetings offer positive outcomes for both sides – for young people to understand about the professional’s role; and for young people to share issues that affect them and ask questions.  Those involved will include:
- MP
- MEP
- Tina Cowan - Local Police Officer
- Young people from Gloucester 

- Worcestershire Youth Parliament

- Youth in Action Representative, British Council

- Connexions

- Local businesses
- Youth Service

To find out more please contact:
Cat Illingworth, EIL UK 
    Tel: 01684 562577
Email: c.illingworth@eiluk.org
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