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Federation EIL is an international non-profit membership
association representing the worldwide network of The Experi-
ment in International Living.  Its purpose is to support the work
of its member organizations in 24 countries.  The Experiment in
International Living (EIL), founded in 1932, was one of the first
organizations of its kind to engage individuals in intercultural
living and learning. Originating in the United States, The Experi-
ment introduced the homestay concept to the world by carefully
preparing and placing "Experimenters" in the homes of host fami-
lies to study other languages and cultures firsthand. 

Member organizations of Federation EIL work to advance inter-
cultural learning experiences through homestays, group travel,
study abroad, language training, community service, work ex-
change and other cultural immersion programs. These programs
enable individuals of all ages to share experiences, languages, and
customs with those from different traditions, with the goals of
broadening horizons, gaining lifelong friends, and promoting
peace.

The Experiment Means
Making New Friends

The Experiment Means
Working Together

The Experiment Means
Exploring New Places

The Experiment Means
Family 

The Experiment Means
Making a Difference
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embers of Federation EIL have been offering The Inter-
national High School Program (IHSP) for more than 30 years.
Thousands of students have had the opportunity to spend a
trimester, semester or full year in another country. By living
with a family and studying at the local high school, students
become fluent in another language, open their minds to another
culture, make lifelong friends and learn more than ever about
themselves and the world around them.

Why Study Abroad?
• Become fluent in another language
• Live and study in another cultural environment
• Make lifelong friends
• Expand your horizons
• Grow as a citizen of the world

What is the International High School Program? Whether it
is for a semester, a school year or just a couple of months, The
International High School program places students with caring,
carefully selected host families that provide full room and
board.  Local coordinators provide assistance and supervision
through the program and students typically atend a local
school, chosen jointly by the host family and the local coordi-
nator.

Where Can I Go? Experiment offices in Argentina, Brazil,
Canada, Chile, Ecuador, France, Germany, Guatemala, Ire-
land, Italy, Japan, Mexico, South Africa, South Korea, Spain
and the UK offer these study abroad opportunities to students
between the ages of 14 and 18.

How Does It Work? The International High School Program
brings together several organizations and individuals all
working together to arrange the many aspects of the program
abroad.

M

International High 

School Program
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The Experiment in International Living office in the host
country coordinates and supervises all aspects of the in coun-
try program and provides 24/7 support from day of arrival
through to day of departure.

The Local Representative in the Host Community represents
The Experiment in a given geographical area. Students are met
at the airport by the Local Representative or the host family and
they are provided with an orientation on arrival. The Local
Representative is always available to answer student questions
and give them support throughout their stay.   

Homestay Families are selected from among a number of
families who have applied to host an international student.
Every effort is made to match each of your students with the
most suitable family based on what we know of them and
their interests. Each family has been personally interviewed and
has gone through a specific training to become a host family,
able to care for a foreign student.

The School in the Host Community is chosen by the family
and the Local Representative.  It is typically a public school,
located within reasonable distance of home.  Throughout the
program the Local Representative maintains contact with the
school, with the host family and with the student in order to
monitor  progress and provide any needed support. Although
there may be other international students at the same high
school, the number is typically limited in order to provide
every opportunity for students to become fully integrated into
school life. 
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Argentina is, no doubt, one of the most
beautiful and amazing places of the world.
With an enormously varied climate, the
country can offer an astonishing diversity
of natural environments. Our students
may be placed in typical towns of the fa-
mous flat-land called “The Pampas”, or
enjoy the Mountain Range near the Andes
mountains all the way to the vast and exotic
Patagonia. Argentina is an ideal place for
our High School program. The country has
a good standard of cultural and economic
level, with a well organized school system,
which offers a good educational level,
along with a friendly and warm environ-
ment. Argentines are very open and curi-
ous to learn from different cultures, so our
students enjoy their hospitality and find it
quite easy to adapt to the Argentine cus-
toms and way of living.   

EDUCATION IN ARGENTINA

Argentina has a very good public education
system, placing the country well in the
global rankings of literacy. School aten-
dance is compulsory between the ages of 5
and 17.  The Argentinean school system
consists of a primary level lasting six years,
and a secondary or high school level last-

ing another six years. Our participants at-
tend an Argentine secondary school where
they learn subjects such as Biology, His-
tory, Geography, Mathematics, Spanish &
Argentine Literature, Economy, Computer
sciences,  Arts (Music, Theatre), etc. They
also join their fellow Argentine school-
mates in sports and cultural activities. The
school year starts in March and finishes in
November, and some of them require
wearing uniform. School life is the key to
success for this program.

THE PROGRAM OFFERS

• Accommodation and full board in a 
Volunteer Host Family.
• Orientation upon arrival including 20
hours of Spanish course, Recreational ac-
tivities and Excursions.
• Close follow-up and support throughout
the whole duration of the program by the
Program Area Representatives and our
main offices in Buenos Aires and Córdoba
city.
• 24 hours – 7 days a week Emergency
phone number in Argentina.
• Optional Final Excursion: 10 day journey
through the Patagonia or North-western
Argentina at an affordable cost.

ARGENTINA

BUENOS
AIRES

BRASILPARAGUAY

BOLIVIA

CHILE

URUGUAY

For more information, contact
TLE /EIL ARGENTINA 
intercambio@tle.com.ar 

or call us:
+54 11 4300 4286 /4383  

9 am to 5 pm 

AGE RANGE | 14 to 18
LANGUAGE | Spanish
SCHOOL YEAR | February to December
PROGRAM OPTIONS | 
2 & 3 months:  All year around  (Start
dates every month, from February until
October)
5 months: from July to December, and
February until June
10 months from July to June and 
February until December



Experimento Brazil would like to introduce
you to a multicultural nation of creative, vi-
brant and warm people. We would like to in-
vite you to live and study with people
influenced by African, Native Indigenous,
European and Asian cultures. Our High
School program is based in Natal, the capital
of Rio Grande do Norte, in the northeast of
Brazil well known for its beautiful beaches,
caring people and a sunny city in most of the
year. The other location is Monte Alegre do
Sul, a small and charming city in the country
side of Sao Paulo state, about 130Km from
Sao Paulo city, the fourth biggest city in the
world. It is part of the Circuito das Águas
Paulistas (Paulista Water Circuit), due to the
abundance of excellent quality waters, wa-
terfalls, valleys and mild climate. In both
cities the student will have the opportunity
to practice many outdoor activities and
study in a selected private or public school
of the highest quality. 

EDUCATION IN BRAZIL

The Brazilian school system takes students
from ages of 15 to 18 years old and is divided
into three years. Nine to eleven different sub-
jects and extracurricular activities on a differ-
ent range of extracurricular activities. After
the student graduates from high school
he/she is required to take college entry exams
and this may entail a college preparatory
course beforehand to get into University. 

THE PROGRAM OFFERS

• Selection of private or public school
• Registration in the school
• Home stay (full board)
• Host family selection process
• Transport from airport to host family
upon arrival on weekend 
• Administration and Program Management 
• Counselling and Program Support 
• Orientation upon arrival 

BRAZIL
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BRAZIL

Sao Paulo
ARGENTINA

BOLIVIA

PARAGUAY

PERÚ

CHILE

COLOMBIA

VENEZUELA

AGE RANGE | 15 to 17
LANGUAGE | (optional): participant will
better adapt if can speak intermediate
English and basic to intermediate Por-
tuguese. 
SCHOOL YEAR | end of January or
early February – end of November or
early December
PROGRAM OPTIONS | 5 or 10 Months
WE OFFER |
5 months: starting in the end of January or
early February – ending in the end of June.
OR starting in the end of July or early Au-
gust – ending in the end of November. 
10 months:   starting in the end of January
or early February – ending in the end of
November.

For more information, contact
Bety Woodyat, 

bwoodyat@experimento.org.br
or

Else Nakahara
ehnakahara@experimento.org.br

or
inbound@experimento.org.br 

or call us:
+55 11 3707.7122
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Canada is a North American country con-
sisting of ten provinces and three territo-
ries. Located in the northern part of the
continent, it extends from the Atlantic
Ocean to the Pacific Ocean, and north-
ward into the Arctic Ocean. Canada is the
world's second-largest country by total
area, and its common border with the
United States is the world's longest land
border. Canada is a multicultural country
with many ethnicities and is filled with
loving host families that welcome interna-
tional students with open arms. Canadian
host families strive to insure their interna-
tional student’s safety as well as make
them feel comfortable and part of their
family. Many host families take time out
of their daily life to take their students
different places so the student can expe-
rience as much of Canada as possible. It is
here, in Canada where the student will
make life long friendships and learn a won-
derful culture.

EDUCATION IN CANADA

Secondary education in Canada offers a
variety of schools, programs and formats,
each designed to meet different student
needs. The Canadian secondary school
system includes public international high

schools, private international high
schools, boarding schools, all-girls schools,
all-boys schools and Catholic or other
Christian high schools. This wide range of
options gives students looking at schools
in Canada great choices for their educa-
tion. Many secondary schools offer inten-
sive or specialized English as a Second
Language (ESL) or French as Second Lan-
guage (FSL) programs. 
Regardless of affiliation, location, cost or
school type, secondary schools in Canada
are all held to provincial government stan-
dards of quality, ensuring that all interna-
tional secondary school students in
Canada have access to a world-class edu-
cational opportunity.  

THE PROGRAM OFFERS

•Full board accommodation in a host
family.
• Airport pick-up & drop off.
• In-country orientation upon arrival.
• 24/7 support provided by a local coor-
dinator.
• Placement into a high school or your
choice.
• Medical insurance.
• A chance to make life long friendships.
• Optional trips at an extra cost.

CANADA

For more information, contact
Jessica Sangster, 

friends@friendscanada.com
or call us:

+250 642 0419

AGE RANGE | 14 to 18
LANGUAGE | Good English skills
SCHOOL YEAR | From September to
June or February to January
PROGRAM OPTIONS | 
Term Program (3 months): Sep-Nov
Semester program(5 months): Sep-
Jan or Feb-June
Year program (10 months): Sep-June
or Feb-Jan

OTTAWA
United States

AL
AS
KA

ATLANTIC
OCEAN
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Situated in one of the world’s most diverse
landscapes, Chile offers great opportuni-
ties to experience nature at its best in a
land of warm caring people, Nobel Prizes,
mountains and in the most promising,
safest and stable country in South America.
Divided into 15 regions, the country has a
modern infrastructure and connectivity
that makes it really easy for students to
move around. Chileans do praise family life
as the nuclear part of their society making
this an extremely important component for
students’ integration into the local culture.
A young country building a solid future
with respect for ethnic diversity, difference
and still interested in learning from others.

EDUCATION IN CHILE

In Chile, education is the responsibility of
the State for 12 years (8 primary school, 4
high school) and should be available to all
Chileans.  Besides the public system, there
are state subsidized and private schools
which also cover the compulsory national
educational programs set by the govern-
ment and their own additions to the sub-
jects studied in the standard curriculum. A
normal school day goes from 08:00 am to
03:30 pm. At the end of the school years,

students may choose to apply to Univer-
sity by taking the Standard National Entry
Test called PSU. If you choose to go to a
Polytechnic college for a shorter study
time, there are many options available.  

THE PROGRAM OFFERS

• Half board accommodation in a caring
host families throughout the program
length
• Transport from and to airport and to
final destination.
• 3 week cultural immersion/orientation &
language program in Santiago city, Chile’s
capital.
• Local representative and EIL Chile staff
constant support and supervision. 
• Transport Card with initial money
charge for Santiago segment.
• Advice on affordable extra activities re-
lated to sports, dance, music, art, theatre
upon request.
• Opportunity to participate in an extra in-
tensive Spanish language course for 0 be-
ginners.
• Placements in semi private and public
schools.  Private school available upon re-
quest with monthly paid tuition. 

SANTIAGO

BOLIVIA

CHILE

PARAGUAY

BRAZIL

URUGUAY

ARGENTINA

For more information, contact
Sylvia Villarroel V. 

eilchile@experiment.cl
or call us:

+(56)(2) 481 6620
Skype: experiment.chile

AGE RANGE | 15 to 17
LANGUAGE | Spanish beginner or
above. Intermediate or advanced English
skills
SCHOOL YEAR | End of February to
Mid December
PROGRAM OPTIONS | 3, 6 or 11
Months
WE OFFER |
Semester I (Early Feb to Mid Jul)
Semester II (Early July to Mid Dec)               
Academic Year I (Early Feb to Mid Dec)         
Academic Year II (Early July to End of Jun)   
19 week program (2 immersion & language
week + 17 weeks of high school attendance)
Only available from Early August on.
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ECUADOR

Ecuador is a South American country rich
in cultures and biodiversity with an im-
pressive historical and ethnic heritage. It is
a small country in the middle of the world
with a lot to show in its 4 natural regions:
the Andean Highlands, Pacific Coast,
Amazon Rain Forest, and the Galapagos
Islands. In all of these regions live
Ecuador´s warm and welcoming people,
who will always be happy to help their vis-
itors. Ecuador is an excellent destination to
learn and practice Spanish, as people here
are known for their clear pronunciation.
Ecuador exports oil, coffee, cocoa, bananas,
flowers, seafood and crafts. Exchange stu-
dents are placed in cities of the Andean
Highlands, where the climate during day-
time is mild, but at night temperature can
drop down under 10°C.  

EDUCATION IN ECUADOR

The general purpose of the education in
Ecuador is to provide quality educational
services to citizens of all Ecuadorian na-
tionalities and peoples of the country
through a national educational project that
encourages unity in diversity. Education is
compulsory. 
There are 10 years of basic education. 3 years

of secondary education follow. Foreign stu-
dents are included in this level, they will
atend 20 to 35 hours lessons per week de-
pending on the level they are placed. They
study: history, social sciences, language and
literature, mathematics, foreign language,
citizenship education, physical education,
entrepreneurship and management. While
the 3 first years of secondary school are uni-
fied, for the last and 4th year of secondary
education Ecuadorian students choose their
major. (18 years old)

THE PROGRAM OFFERS

•Accommodation and full board with a
host family.
•Placement in a public school.
•2 Orientation days in Quito upon arrival
with survival Spanish classes.
•Support whenever needed is provided by
the local representative and EIL Ecuador
staff members.
•Opportunity to participate in a Commu-
nity Service.
•Language course can be organized at
extra cost.
•Insurance may be offered upon request
and at extra cost.

QUITO

COLOMBIA

PERU

For more information, contact
Myriam Flor   

incoming@eilecuador.org

AGE RANGE | 15 to 18
LANGUAGE | Mid-level Spanish 
SCHOOL YEAR | First September
week to end of June
PROGRAM OPTIONS | 
5 months: first week of September-
third week of January
10 months: first week of September-
end of June
Other length of the program (2, 3
month) upon request

PA
C
IF
IC
 O
C
E
A
N



French romance, present in the country's re-
fined leisure philosophy and arts, comes
alive to students at every turn.  Castles and
cathedrals, rivers and valleys, museums
and cafés provide a balance to the abudance
of language and cultural learning that
forms the basis for acquired knowledge.
Village streets and city sidewalks beckon
the imagination to re-create the passionate
and liberating events that have shaped the
great nation. France offers students a rich
tapestry of cultural learning opportunity
with French hosts welcoming and eager to
share their "joie de vivre".  History, people,
lush landscapes and rich value on liberty
and lifestyle are offered in France. French
families dote on exchange students their
knowledge of the language. The family
who look after the students become the
truly appropriate French second family
upon which a bulk of the personal experi-
ence is found.

EDUCATION IN FRANCE

The French school system is renowned for
its traditional excellence and classic teach-
ing methods. Through focused effort by
the French school principals and local rep-
resentatives of the French exchange or-

ganisation, students are encouraged to
enrol in a variety of academic courses the
schools offer. Students who go on an ex-
change program to France come back with
a fresh knwoledge of French culture and
language and fortified appreciation for the
people of France.
THE PROGRAM OFFERS

• Processing of the student application.
• Research and selection of a French host
family (interview, visit of the house and
environment).
• Full board accommodation with a volun-
teer host family.
• Enrolment and atendance in a French
lycée or collège.
• Lunches taken at school as well as school
expenses (for private schools).
• Supervision and assistance by a CEI area
representative as well as by the staff of the
central office.
• A local orientation meeting in September
and January (all program durations).  The
meeting can be private or atended in a
group.
• A 3 day/2 night discovery of Paris with
other international students (proposed to
all students but optional).

PARIS

NETHERLANDS

BELGIUM

LUXEMBOURG

UNITED
KINGDOM

SPAIN

SWITZERLAND

ITALY
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For more information, contact
Angélina Lecouturier, 

anneescolaire@cei4vents.com
or call us:

+33 2 99 20 06 13

AGE RANGE | 15 to 18
LANGUAGE | 2 years of French mini-
mum required
SCHOOL YEAR | Early September to
mid-June 
PROGRAM OPTIONS | 2, 3, 4, 6, 10 &
11 months

FRANCE



GERMANY

Germany lies in the heart of Europe and is
a cosmopolitan, democratic country. Ger-
many has one of the world’s strongest
economies and offers an innovative re-
search and education landscape. Germany
is a modern and open-minded country
with a high quality of life, influenced in
many ways by its multinational diversity
on one hand and by its rich cultural history
on the other. German host families open
their hearts and homes to foreign guests so
that they become a real member of the
family for the duration of the program. 
Sharing daily life, cooking and laughing
together, these are the things that make
this program special and that help both
sides to learn from the other.  

EDUCATION IN GERMANY

In Germany, great significance is atached
to education and learning as well as re-
search and development. This makes it an
atractive country for international stu-
dents. The German school system is almost
entirely based on public schools. Since ed-
ucation is considered a human right, al-
most all schools and universities are free

of charge. Children aged three to six may
atend kindergarten. After that school is
compulsory for nine years. From grades 1
through 4, all children atend elementary
school (Grundschule). Then, after the 4th
grade, they are separated according to their
academic abilities and the wishes of their
families, and atend one of three different
kinds of schools: Hauptschule, Realschule
or Gymnasium. Foreign students either 
atend Realschule or Gymnasium. 

THE PROGRAM OFFERS 

• Accommodation and full board in a host
family.
• In-country orientation upon arrival.
• Support whenever needed, provided by
a local representative and the Experiment
e.V. office in Bonn.
• Placement in a German Realschule or
Gymnasium.
• Opportunity to do a Community Service
program.
• Language classes can be organized upon
request and at extra cost.
• Insurance can be offered upon request
and at extra cost.

BERLIN

POLAND

For more information, contact
Katharina Meissner, 

meissner@experiment-ev.de
or call us:

+49 228 95722 36

CZECH
REPUBLIC

AUSTRIA

FRANCE

NETHERLANDS

BELGIUM

AGE RANGE | 15 to 18
LANGUAGE | Basic command of 
German and good English skills 
SCHOOL YEAR | From August/Sep-
tember to June/July (depending on the
state that you live in)
PROGRAM OPTIONS | 
Semester program: 
Jan. 22, 2013 – Jul. 15, 2013
Aug. 27, 2013 – Jan. 19, 2014
Jan. 28, 2014 –Jul. 13, 2014
2 Semesters (Academic Year): 
Jan. 22, 2013– Jan. 19, 2014
Aug. 27, 2013– Jul. 13, 2014
Jan. 28, 2014 –Jan. 18, 2015

BALTIC SEA

NORTH
SEA

SWITZERLAND

14 | International High School Program



International High School Program | 15

Guatemala, the country of eternal spring.
Surrounded by beautiful scenery, volca-
noes, natural wonders and a diverse
Mayan culture, Guatemala makes the per-
fect place to experience a rich , fun and full
immersion academic year. Students are
fully integrated in to all of the aspects of a
typical student , they are welcomed by a
Guatemalan family and are placed in a
school that meets or exceeds their aca-
demic expectations. Students are offered a
wide variety of activities in which they can
take part in ranging from extracurricular
studies, sports and cultural activities.

EDUCATION IN GUATEMALA

Education is mainly divided in public
schools and private schools. The school sys-
tem is divided in Primaria (Elementary),
Basicos (Middle School), Bachillerato(High
School). Bachillerato offers the opportunity
to students to begin preparing for College
in a specific field. They can bagin to pre-
pare in fields such as: computer science,
medicine, education (Teaching), finance,
and others. Field specific Bachillerato

serves an important role as stepping stone
to students who can be beter prepared for
college or as way to help them choose a
specific major of study. INLEX/CA screens
schools based on their academic level, ac-
creditation, and reputation. A certificate of
completion of middle school is needed to
enter Bachillerato in Guatemala. We make
all the necessary arrangements with the
school and make sure to follow all local
ministry of education regulations.

THE PROGRAM OFFERS

• Accommodation and full board in a host
family.
• Orientation upon arrival.
• On call support throughout the program
and periodic follow up by an INLEXCA
staff.
• Welcoming local host families that are
previously screened and are eager to re-
ceive a forgein student.
• Integration in community activities.
• Complemental Spanish training available
prior to the program.

GUATEMALA

For more information, contact
Carlos Colombi, 

carlos@inlexca.org
or call us:

(+502) 450 506 41

AGE RANGE | 15 to 17
LANGUAGE | Spanish
SCHOOL YEAR | From January to Oc-
tober
PROGRAM OPTIONS | 
6 months (Semester): January- July
9 months (Complete school year):

January- October

HONDURAS

EL SALVADOR

MÉXICO
BELIZE

GUATEMALA
CITY
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The Irish -Be they kings, or poets, or farmers,
they’re a people of great worth, they keep
company with the angels, and bring a bit of
heaven here to earth. (William Butler Yeats).
Ireland is a small island country, but big at
heart. It is known for its beautiful land-
scapes, friendly people, rich culture and
strong national identity.  The Irish people
are world-renowned for being easy going,
light-hearted, good-humoured and cheer-
ful. The landscape is primarily rural with
many variations: rugged coastal hills, cliffs,
rocky mountains, fertile plains, rolling
green fields, numerous lakes, rivers and
stunning seascapes. Family life is very im-
portant; extended families often live near
one another and local communities are very
tight-knit and support each other. Sports
are a large part of Irish life, as well as a rich
heritage of literature, music, and the arts so
there are plenty of opportunities for both
young and old to get involved in tradition-
ally Irish, as well as international activities.

EDUCATION IN IRELAND

The Irish constitution protects and promotes
education, which is compulsory for those be-
tween 5 and 15 years of age. Secondary
school is broken into two cycles: Junior (3
years) and Senior Cycle (2 years).  At the
end of each cycle a state exam is taken
known as the Junior Certificate and the
Leaving Certificate. In between cycles, a
non-assessed year called “Transition Year”

is taken which emphasises broadening the
educational experience, aiming to foster
maturity and encourage creativity and re-
sponsibility for oneself. The academic year
is made up of 3 terms. EIL places students
in public schools, which are state-funded,
but primarily run by the Catholic Church.
Although the majority of schools have a
Catholic philosophy, non-religious or alter-
native denominational students are wel-
comed. Foreign students are normally
placed in non-exam years (Transition or
5th year) depending on age and ability in
either single-sex (which are the majority)
or co-educational schools.

THE PROGRAM OFFERS

• Accommodation and full board in a host
family.
• In-community arrival orientation.
• Placement and enrolment in local, public
secondary school.
• Support throughout the programme by
an EIL local coordinator and the EIL Office
in Cork.
• Opportunities and encouragement for
students to join school and/or community-
based sports clubs and a variety of ex-
tracurricular activities.
• Insurance can be arranged upon request
at extra cost.
• Return transfers from/ to the host com-
munity’s nearest regional airport or rail/bus
station.

DUBLIN

NORTH
IRELAND

For more information, contact
Genevieve O’Connor

gen@eilireland.org
or 

Fiona Mortell
f.mortell@eilireland.org

call us:
+00 353 21 455 1535

AGE RANGE | 15 to 17. Mature 14
year-olds exceptionally
LANGUAGE | Good command of Eng-
lish required. SLEP or equivalent Eng-
lish test may be requested
SCHOOL YEAR | End of August to
end of May/ start of June
PROGRAM OPTIONS | 
1st Term

24 Aug 2013 - 21 Dec 2014
5 months**

24 Aug 2013 - 25 Jan 2014
1st and 2nd Term

24 Aug 2013 - 12 April 2014
Academic Year

24 Aug - 31 May 2014
2nd and 3rd Term

4 Jan 2013 - 31 May 2014
**Not available for Non-EU students

IRELAND
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Italy is located in Southern Europe and
comprises the boot-shaped Italian Penin-
sula and a number of islands including the
two largest, Sicily and Sardinia. Thanks to
the great longitudinal extension of the
peninsula and the mostly mountainous in-
ternal conformation, the climate is highly
diverse. The higher altitudes tend to be
cold, wet, and often snowy. The coastal re-
gions have mild winters and warm and
generally dry summers, although lowland
valleys can be quite hot in summer. Italy is
subdivided into 20 regions and has about
60 million inhabitants.  The official lan-
guage is Italian. Family is the most impor-
tant social unit in Italy and family
members are supportive and warm. Arts,
sport and music are fundamental aspects
of life for young people in Italy. Cultural
and sport centres offer many opportunities
to develop these activities.

EDUCATION IN ITALY

Italy's public education is free and com-
pulsory from 6 to 15 years of age. It has a
five-year primary stage and an eight-year
secondary stage, divided into first-grade
secondary school (middle school) and sec-
ond-grade secondary school (or high
school). Italy has a high public education
standard. The country has both public and
private education systems. Public schools
can have an emphasis on languages, scien-
tific studies, classical studies (including
Latina and Greek) or technical skills.    

THE PROGRAM OFFERS

• Accommodation and full board in a local
host family.
• Orientation upon arrival.
• 24 h support provided by the local repre-
sentative and EIL Italia staff member.
• Caring and experienced host families. 
• Opportunity to participate in extra activi-
ties (arts, sport, dance, theatre, music, etc.)

ROME

AUSTRIA
SWITZERLAND

FRANCE

SLOVENIA

HUNGARY

CROATIA

BOSNIA

ITALY

For more information, contact
The Experiment in International Living

Italia
Via De Gasperi 2 - 14100 Asti
Tel. 0141/355530 - 0141/532250 

info@experimentitalia.it
and 

info@experimentitalia.eu 
Web site:  www.experimentitalia.it       

AGE RANGE | 15 to 18
LANGUAGE | Italy  
SCHOOL YEAR | From September to
June
PROGRAM OPTIONS | From 1 to 9
months
WE OFFER |
The program is offered starting from Sep-
tember with simultaneous high school at-
tendance from a min. of 1 month to 9
months maximum. It is possible to start
program at any time during the school year
as long as application reaches the EIL
Italia office 3 months before arrival date.
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Japan has a long history of absorbing ad-
vanced cultures from the Asian Continent
from ancient times through the Middle
Ages. Later it began to assimilate elements
of Western civilization from the later half
of the 19th century. By selectively assimi-
lating these many cultural influences, the
country has successfully added rich new
dimensions and depth to its indigenous
culture. This marvellous harmony between
the refinement of things and concepts “Ori-
ental” blended with the leading –edge tech-
nology and the often Ultramodern urban
lifestyle you find in Japan today is truly
proof of a long and eloquent history.  

EDUCATION IN JAPAN

The Japanese educational system consist of
six years of elementary school, three years
of junior high school, three years of senior
high school, and two to four years of col-
lege/university.  School atendance is com-
pulsory through till junior high school.
Entrance examinations must be taken to
enter both public and private high school.

More than 90% of junior high school stu-
dents continue on to senior high school and
about 30 % proceed to institutions of high
learning. The school year is from April to
March of the following year. Not all Japan-
ese high schools have uniforms, but all do
have dress codes and many, many rules
and regulations. Students help to keep the
school clean. The annual school trip is a
special event. Most such trips are made to
famous sites in Japan.

THE PROGRAM OFFERS

• School selection and placement in a
high school in Japan.
• Accommodation with a carefully se-
lected volunteer host family.
• Round-trip transfer to/from Tokyo.
• Assistance and support of an Area 
Representative.
• Acceptance leter in order to obtain visa.
• 24 hours emergency telephone service.
• Arrival and departure orientation .
• Transport to and from airport.

JAPAN

For more information, contact
Sachie Endo, 

s-endo@eiljapan.org
or call us:

+81 3 3261 3451

AGE RANGE | 15- 18 1/2 on arrival
LANGUAGE | (Optional) To have at least
one year study of Japanese and to be
able to communicate in English
SCHOOL YEAR | April to March
PROGRAM OPTIONS | 5 or 10 Months

TOKYO
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MEXICO CITY

UNITED STATES

GUATEMALA

BELIZE

MEXICO

Mexico is a land of contrasts. A modern
country where urban setlements and rural
landscapes; colonial cities and indigenous
towns, show its rich traditions and culture
in every corner. Rated as the fourteenth
largest economy in the world, Mexico is a
country rich in natural resources, being its
people its best asset. The HIS program is
available in a number of private schools lo-
cated in medium size Mexican Cities such
as Zacatecas, Tuxtla Gutierrez (Chiapas)
and Queretaro. Participants live with care-
fully selected Mexican host families and
will receive a detailed orientation on arrival
in Mexico City. Mexican families are noted
for their hospitality and sense of fun and
their main motivation in receiving an inter-
national student is to get to know the tradi-
tions of another culture and to share their
own. Host families will introduce partici-
pants to the rules of the house and the
school, and the customs of the community,
and will make a great effort to help the par-
ticipant to get the best from this experience. 

EDUCATION IN MEXICO

In Mexico students aged between 15 and 17
who wish to atend University first study at
a “preparatoria” or a “bachillerato”. These
are High Schools where students narrow
their interests and choose subjects linked to

their choice of future professional career. Al-
though the curriculum of each school varies
according to the larger institution to which
they are associated (such as Universidad Na-
cional Autónoma de México or the Ministry
of Public Education-S.E.P.) they include the
teaching of social and physical sciences,
mathematics, world history, Mexican his-
tory, international literature, Latin American
literature, biology, geography, physics,
chemistry, etc. The study of a second lan-
guage is also compulsory and English is the
most common language taught. Extracurric-
ular activities might include technology, arts
and sports workshops. 

THE PROGRAM OFFERS 

• Accommodation and full board in a host
family.
• Orientation upon arrival, airport pick up
included.
• Transfers between Mexico City and the
host community.
• Support of the National office, and su-
pervision provided by a local representa-
tive 24/7.
• Placement in a private school for 3, 5 or
10 months.
• End of the selected term session in Mexico
City.

For more information, contact
PEI

info@peinterculturales.org.mx 
or call us:

(52) (55) 52 12 18 87 

AGE RANGE | 15 to 17
LANGUAGE | (Optional) Candidates for
this program should have at least basic
Spanish skills   
SCHOOL YEAR | Late August to end of
June
PROGRAM OPTIONS | 3, 5 or 10
Months



SOUTH AFRICA

South Africa is a culturally diverse coun-
try, one nation made up of many peoples.
As a people, we are known for our human-
ity - we may have come from a past filled
with separation and struggle but our fu-
ture is one of unity and possibility. In true
African spirit, we understand the value of
a warm South African welcome, and we
can't wait to welcome you to our Rainbow
Nation - in 11 official languages. There is
nowhere like Cape Town. Perched be-
tween the ocean and the mountain, with a
national park as its heart, it’s a place to
renew and reconnect. Cape Town, the
"Mother City", is the oldest city in our
country and has a cultural heritage span-
ning more than 300 years. This is where
Students will be placed for their High
School Exchange Programme.

EDUCATION IN SOUTH AFRICA

Public primary and secondary schools in
Cape Town are run by the Western Cape
Education Department. This provincial de-
partment is divided into seven districts;
four of these are "Metropole" districts
(Metropole Central, North, South, and
East) which cover various areas of the city.
There are also many private schools, both
religious and secular, in Cape Town. The

schools offer a wide choice of subjects such
as English, Afrikaans, Mathematics, Natu-
ral Science, Social Science, Art and Culture,
Life Orientation, Technology, Geography,
History, Accounting etc. as well as many
different sports activities. Students are
placed at public schools and middle class
residential areas around Cape Town. All
schools in South Africa require students to
wear the school uniform. Students have to
purchase their own school uniform, text
books and stationary. Most schools have a
clothing shop at the school and students
may purchase second hand clothing as
well.

THE PROGRAM OFFERS

• Airport pick- up.
• Meals and accommodation at home-
stays.
• Transport to orientation and In country
Orientation upon arrival.
• School fees.
• Contribution to school transport.
• Support whenever needed is provided
by SASTS.
• Caring families that will offer a suitable
environment for a quick adaptation to the
country and a great learning experience.
• Access to 24 hour emergency number.

BOTSWANA

Cape Town

NAMIBIA

LESOTHO

MOZAMBIQUE

ZIMBABWE

SWAZILAND

For more information, contact
Narieman Bohardien, 
narieman@sasts.org.za

or
Nuri Arieff

nuri@sasts.org.za
or call us:

+27 21 4243866

AGE RANGE | 15 to 18
LANGUAGE | Good command of English  
SCHOOL YEAR | From January to De-
cember
PROGRAM OPTIONS | 3, 5 or 10
Months
WE OFFER* |
January arrival- e.g arrival of 08 Jan. 
3 months: arrival 8 Jan end date 08 Apr. 
5 months: arrival 8 Jan. end date 8 Jun. 
10 months: arrival 8 Jan. end date 08 Nov. 
July arrival- e.g arrival of 08 Jul. 
3 months: arrival 8 Jul. end date 8 Oct. 
5 months:  arrival 8 Jul. end date 8 Dec. 
10 months : arrival 8 Jul. end date 8 May

20 | International High School Program
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For more information, contact
YES Center, 
info@eil.or.kr 

or call us:
02 563 5858 

AGE RANGE | 16 to 18
LANGUAGE | Good command of English  
SCHOOL YEAR | From the beginning of
March to the mid of February
PROGRAM OPTIONS | 2, 3, 5, 10 or 11
Months
WE OFFER |
2013 August arrival
5 months: Aug 22, 2013 - July 19, 2014
11 months: Aug 22, 2013 - Jan. 18, 2014
2014 February arrival

5 months: Febr 27, 2014 - July 19, 2014
10 months: Febr 27, 2014 - Dec 27, 2014
2 and 3 months: start dates on an indi-
vidual basis

North
Korean

Seoul

SOUTH KOREA

Living in Korea, you will be immersed in
an amazing culture that is the result of an
exchange of civilizations. Because of its lo-
cation at a major crossroads of North-East
Asia, Korea is a very valuable piece of land
and an international hub of Asia. As Kore-
ans are primarily from one ethnic family
and speak one language, Korean offers lots
of opportunities to experience unique cul-
tures. As geographic features, Korea has
four seasons with a wet monsoon/summer
season in the middle of the year and a cold
winter from November to March. In addi-
tion, mountains cover 70% of Korea's land
mass, making it one of the most mountain-
ous regions in the world. The Republic of
Korea in the south and the communist gov-
ernment of North Korea are separated by
a demilitarized zone.

EDUCATION IN KOREA

Education in Korea is considered important
for success and consequently, competition is
very heated. A centralized administration
oversees the process for the education of chil-
dren from kindergarten to Grade 12. Mathe-
matics, Science, Korean, and English are
generally considered to be the most impor-

tant subjects. Nowadays, the interest in alter-
native education and more specialized edu-
cation has increased in opposition to very
heated competition of entering universities.
The school year is divided into two semesters.
The first semester begins in the beginning of
March and ends in mid-July. The second be-
gins in late August and ends in mid-February.
The types of Korean high schools include
public high schools (majority), private high
schools, special purpose high schools and al-
ternative schools. 

THE PROGRAM OFFERS

• Accommodation and full board in a host
family
• School registration
• On arrival-orientation seminar, midterm
and re-entry seminars
• Support whenever needed is provided
by YES Center staff member
• Caring families that will offer a suitable
environment for a quick adaptation to the
country and a great learning experience 
• Opportunity to realise affordable extra ac-
tivities related to sports, music, art, theatre… 
• Opportunity to get around the country by
using well-organized public transportations.
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Living in Spain, you will be immersed in an
amazing culture that is the result of an ex-
change of civilizations. Situated at the cross-
roads of the Atlantic and the Mediterranean,
of Europe and Africa, imprinted by the
American heritage, Spain offers a diversity
of climates, landscapes and cultures, that re-
flect themselves in its cheerful, lively, cre-
ative and caring people. Family represents
the pillar in the Spanish society, it is very
affectionate and supportive, very impor-
tant for each individual. Spanish people
are friendly, open and always willing to
meet new people and make new friends.
Spain offers lots of opportunities to youths:
a good network of state schools, and the
possibility to develop activities related to
art, music, dance and sports, as every town
has its own public sport facilities and cul-
tural centre.

EDUCATION IN SPAIN

Education is regulated by Law, it is a consti-
tutional right of the citizens. The majority of
schools are State schools which are free of
charge from the age of 3 to 18. Education is
compulsory for students aged 6 to 16, it is
divided into Primary Education, from 6 to
12, and Secondary Education, from 12 to 16,
students are awarded a Secondary Educa-
tion Certificate which is necessary to enter
the post-compulsory stage of schooling,
principally the “Bachillerato” (16-18)

which give them access to University or
upper Vocational Studies. To access the
first or second year of Bachillerato, stu-
dents from abroad need accreditation of
having completed the equivalent of Second-
ary Education; AIPC Pandora does all the
paperwork to obtain the accreditation. 
Studies during “Bachillerato” include a core
curriculum with the compulsory subjects
and a specialist part corresponding to pre-
selected branches to choose from, they are:
Arts, Natural and Health Sciences, Sciences
and Engineering, Social Sciences and Hu-
manities. 

THE PROGRAM OFFERS

• Accommodation and full board in a host
family.
• School registration.
• Transfer from and to airport.
• Orientation upon arrival.
• Support whenever needed is provided
by the local representative and AIPC Pan-
dora staff member.
• Caring families that will offer a suitable
environment for a quick adaptation to the
country and a great learning experience. 
• Opportunity to realise affordable extra
activities related to sports, dance, music,
art, theatre… 
• Opportunity to participate in a Commu-
nity Service. 

MADRID

FRANCE

PORTUGAL

For more information, contact
Marina Pastor, 

ihsp@aipc-pandora.org
or call us:

+34 915 50 26 28 

AGE RANGE | 15 to 18
LANGUAGE | Basic command of 
Spanish
SCHOOL YEAR | Mid September to
end of June
PROGRAM OPTIONS | 
4 months: September - December
5 months:  September - January 
7 months: September -  March 
10 months: September - June

SPAIN
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For more information, contact
Catherine Illingworth,

at c.illingworth@eiluk.org
or call us:

+44 1684 562577

AGE RANGE | 16 to 18
LANGUAGE | intermediate English (min-
imum CEFR level B1)  
SCHOOL YEAR | September to mid-
June
PROGRAM OPTIONS | Full year (31st
Aug 13 – 14th June 2014) 41 weeks

UNITED KINGDOM

LONDON
IRELAND

The UK is steeped in history and tradi-
tion, but is also a diverse and multi-cul-
tural country. Our recent Royal wedding,
Jubilee celebrations and the Olympics
have showcased it to the world, and we
invite students to come and experience
the famous UK culture for themselves.
There are few English-speaking nations
with as many different accents in such a
small space so it is an ideal place to learn
‘real’ English, as well as a few local
phrases! The British are known to be a re-
served nation, but all our host families
offer a warm and friendly welcome.
Learning how to talk about the weather,
drink tea, eat fish and chips and watch
sport are definitely part of the experience! 

EDUCATION IN THE UK

The British school system is renowned
across the world. Children start primary
school at 5 years old, change to second-
ary school at 11 years old and after 5
years take their GCSEs (General Certifi-
cate of Secondary Education) in many
subjects. Students can then get a job, do
a vocational course, or stay at school for
2 more years (the Sixth Form) to do Ad-
vanced Level exams (called AS and A2)

in 3-4 subjects. The Sixth Form is prepa-
ration for university-students have more
responsibility and are expected to do
more private study. Many schools do not
have a uniform for these years and there
are fewer structured lessons per day. A
wide range of subjects are available in-
cluding Photography, Music, Theatre
Studies and Sociology. All IHSP students
join the first year of Sixth Form with 16
year old UK students.

THE PROGRAM OFFERS

• Accommodation and full board in a
host family
• Transport between host family and
airport
• UK orientation
• Support whenever needed, provided
by a local representative and EIL UK
staff member
• Opportunity to do an ‘in-country ex-
change’ and visit a host family in a dif-
ferent region (extra cost)
• Opportunity to visit cultural sights,
eg London, Stratford-upon-Avon (extra
cost)
• Opportunity to do voluntary work
(subject to visa restrictions)
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